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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national
theater education program are to identify and promote quality in
college-level theater production. To this end, each production
entered is eligible for a response by a regional KCACTF
representative, and selected students and faculty are invited to
participate in KCACTF programs involving scholarships, internships,
grants and awards for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights,
designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and
national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for
invitation to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be
considered for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement
in production, design, direction and performance.

Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the
KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. By
entering this production, our theater department is sharing in the
KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary
work produced in college and university theaters across the nation.



Director’s Note...

The play you are about to see is loosely based on a true story. In the early 1980’s,
David Hampton, a young African American man gained access to New York City's wealthy
elite by pretending to be “Paul Poitier”, the son of Academy Award winning actor Sidney
Poitier. Paul also claimed to be a friend and classmate of their Harvard University educated
children. The title of John Guare's play comes from the theory that any two people in the
world can be connected through only six other people. The play addresses themes of race,
sexuality, double standards and the deep desire for human connection. Paul is a scam artist
but also a talented creator. He creates a new identity and enamors all with his natural wit
and charm.

Six Degrees of Separation won the New York Drama Critics Award in 1990, an Olivier Award
for best play in 1993, and was subsequently made into a movie starring a young Will Smith.
As for David Hampton, he was sentenced to 21 months of prison on charges of attempted
burglary. After his release, he continued to swindle people through creating false personas,
and like the double-sided Kandinsky, he reminds us that there are “two sides to all things.”
The man who sought true human connection and his own brand of fame did indeed find it,
but not in the way he expected. David Hampton died alone in a Manhattan hospital of AIDS-
related illness.

- Kyle Kennedy
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