
          Adoption of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan 

The Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan (Plan) is the result of an historic collaboration among six Mid-Atlantic States, two 
federally recognized Tribes, eight Federal agencies, and the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, acting collectively as 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body (Mid-A RPB) and informed by the extensive participation of stakeholders throughout 
the region and beyond.  

The Plan describes a series of collaborative actions and best practices related to the use of data, interjurisdictional 
coordination, and stakeholder engagement that will inform and guide Federal, State, Tribal, and Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council activities under existing authorities. The companion Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal (Data Portal) 
presents thousands of publicly available maps that represent components of the marine ecosystem and a wide range of human 
activities. The Plan and Data Portal promote healthy ocean ecosystems and sustainable ocean uses in Mid-Atlantic waters. The 
Plan imposes no new regulatory requirements.  

The Plan was developed pursuant to Executive Order 13547 (July 19, 2010), “Stewardship of the Ocean, Our Coasts, and the 
Great Lakes.” The Executive Order adopted the Final Recommendations of the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force (Council on 
Environmental Quality, 2010); established the National Ocean Policy; and provided for the development of regional marine 
plans that build upon and improve existing Federal, State, Tribal, local, and regional decision making and planning processes. 

Implementation of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan  
The National Ocean Council certified that the Plan is consistent with the National Ocean Policy effective December 5, 2016.  
The Federal members of the MidA RPB administer a wide range of statutes and programs that involve or affect the marine 
environment.  These Federal departments and agencies carry out actions under Federal laws involving a wide range of 
regulatory responsibilities and non-regulatory missions and management activities throughout the Mid-Atlantic regional ocean 
planning area.  The specific manner and mechanism each Federal agency will use to implement the Plan will depend on that 
agency’s mission, authorities, and activities.  Each Federal MidA RPB member will use the Plan to inform and guide its planning 
activities and decision-making activities.   
 
Specifically, consistent and within existing statutory authorities, Executive Order 13547 and the Final Recommendations, the 
Federal agencies represented on the MidA RPB hereby adopt the Plan, and will: 1) identify, develop, and make publicly 
available implementing instructions, such as internal  agency guidance, directives, or similar organizational or administrative 
documents, that describe the way the agency will use the Plan to inform and guide its actions and decisions  in the Mid-Atlantic 
ocean planning area; 2) ensure that the agency, through such internal administrative instructions, will consider the data 
products available from the Data Portal in its decision making and as it carries out its actions in the Mid-Atlantic ocean planning 
area; and 3) explain its use of the Plan and Data Portal in its decisions, activities, or planning processes that involve or affect 
the Mid-Atlantic regional ocean planning area.  
 
This document does not create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable by law or equity against any 
signatory or agency. This document does not substitute for or supersede any legally binding statutes or regulations. In the 
event of a conflict between this document and requirements under statute or regulation, the latter controls. All commitments 
made by agencies herein are subject to the availability of appropriated funds and agency budget priorities. 

Tribal, State, and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council participation in the development and implementation of the Plan 

is voluntary. These entities strongly value the benefits of regional collaboration and have been equal partners in the 

development of the Plan. By their signatures below, the Tribal and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council members of the 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body hereby agree to adopt and assist in the implementation of the Plan. The Mid-Atlantic 

States support the Plan and commit to assist in its implementation as described by them in Addendum 1.  

 



jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text

jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text

jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text

jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text

jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text

jeconnaughton
Typewritten Text



Tribal Signatures 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 



Fishery Management Council Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Michael Luisi 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

   Addendum 1: 

 

Mid-Atlantic States Support for the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan 









^MARYLAND Larry Hogan, Governor

r—». — .-^« .-*«-. .—.. _^- ̂  — BoydRutherford, Lt. GovernorDEPARTMENT OF M..*^* senary
NATURAL RESOURCES Joanne Throwe, Deputy Secretary

December 16, 2016

Christy Goldfuss
Managing Director, Council on Environmental Quality
Co-Chair, National Ocean Council
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20504

Dr. John P. Holdren
Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy
Co-Chair, National Ocean Council
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20504

RE: Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan

Dear Directors Goldfuss and Holdren:

By this letter, I am expressing the State of Maryland's support for the Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean
Action Plan. Maryland has long recognized the importance of coordination and cooperation in the
management and stewardship of its coastal and ocean resources.

As a participant in the Mid-Atlantic regional ocean planning process, Maryland has contributed to
and benefitted from this state, federal, and tribal initiative to collect and display regional-scale
data of marine resources and ocean-based uses, the convening and engagement of diverse ocean
stakeholders, and the identification of priorities and responses to regional needs. The data,
information, and stakeholder input that went into the development of the Mid-Atlantic Regional
Ocean Action Plan ("Plan") and the actions described in it complement and integrate well with
ongoing ocean management in Maryland.

The Plan is a culmination of discussions that have occurred since 2013 and outlines a suite of
actions for improving collaboration on decision making for ocean waters of the Mid-Atlantic. It
represents an opportunity to work with neighboring states, federal agencies, tribes, the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council and our stakeholders to collaborate on projects for our
collective economic and environmental well-being. It will also allow us to identify and protect
shared resources and anticipate and resolve potential conflicts.

The Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan is the first-ever regional ocean action plan for the
Mid-Atlantic and a major accomplishment. However, it is only a starting point in the realization of
improved ocean management. An on-going dialogue between state, federal, and tribal entities
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and our partners and stakeholders is essential to implementing many of the actions outlined in
the Plan.

We recognize that this is a substantial undertaking and we agree to support and assist in the use
and further refinement of the Plan developed by the Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body, to the
extent practicable and consistent with applicable law. Such support and assistance shall generally
include:

A. Participate in the coordination and consultation processes recommended in the Plan as
they pertain to the State's interests or shared interests that will help to move our common
objectives forward;

B. Consider relevant data and information referenced in the Plan and accessible from the
Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal to inform review and decision making regarding ocean
management activities;

C. Contribute to the implementation of actions identified and described in the Plan that are
relevant to Maryland's interests or shared interests that will help to move our common
objectives forward;

D. Assist with Plan performance monitoring actions; and

E. Assist with identifying the regional applied science and research priorities.

Maryland's support for and continued participation in matters related to use or further refinement
of the Plan is subject to, and in accordance with, the following stipulations, understandings, and
conditions:

A. Nothing in the Plan commits the State, now or in the future, to expend, allocate, or
appropriate state or federal funds or other resources that are or may become available to
it for any purpose, including but not limited to use or further refinement of the Plan;

B. At its sole discretion, the State may terminate, revoke, or further qualify its support for the
Plan as a whole, or in part, at any time;

C. At its sole discretion, the State will determine the nature and extent of its participation in
matters related to use or further refinement of the Plan, which may depend, in part, on
federal agencies' continuing commitment to the Plan and timely update of its data and
information resources, and, in any event, such state participation will be dependent on
existing and available budgeted resources;

D. The Plan will be interpreted and used in a manner fully consistent with the understanding
that the Plan does not in any way diminish, increase, or otherwise alter the rights, duties,
authorities, or sovereignty of any federal or state agency, federally-recognized Indian tribe
or other governmental entity, the regulated community, or the general public under state
law or federal law, including, but not limited to: the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air,
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Coastal Zone Management Act, Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, Magnuson-Stevens
Fisheries Conservation and Management Act, the Deepwater Port Act, the Federal Power
Act, National Environmental Policy Act, or the Constitution of the United States;

E. At its sole discretion, the State will use the Mid-Atlantic Ocean Data Portal with the
understanding that the utility of such data and information is subject to methodological
and other limitations as acknowledged in the Plan; that such data and information are not
the exclusive or sole source of relevant information; and that in most instances, finer
scale, site-specific information will be required for regulatory review and decision making
and other management actions;

F. The Plan is purely advisory and nothing in the Plan commits or may be construed to
commit the State to take or refrain from any action, or act or refrain from acting in any
particular manner, on any matter whether or not it is specifically addressed by the Plan;
and

G. The Plan is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity against the State, its departments, agencies,
instrumentalities, officers, employees, or agents, or any other person or entity.

Maryland looks forward to working in a spirit of collaboration with our partners and stakeholders
throughout the region to continue our efforts to improve the health and management of the
nation's ocean resources.

Sincerely,

Mark J. Belton
Secretary
Maryland Department of Natural Resources

cc: Gwynne Schultz
Catherine McCall
























