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Interview with Ben Winters, Author of Android Karenina and Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters








[image: ]Inquiring readers: Ben H. Winters bravely left a comment on my in-depth analysis of his new steam punk mashup, Android Karenina. I was verklempt. Imagine, a famous author visiting my humble blog! I am still waiting, but in the meantime, Ben was kind enough to answer a few questions.


Hi Ben: Thank you for agreeing to participate in this Q&A. I must say that you made a fan out of me when you left that gracious comment on my blog.

Even though I was unable to complete more than one paragraph in the first Chapter of Android Karenina, I thought that you managed to capture an amazing amount of angst and subtext in the opening lines. Did you want readers to learn anything from your book?

Well, yes and no. First and foremost, it’s a work of popular entertainment, so the goal is for readers to have a good time -- to laugh, to be drawn in by the characters and pulled along by the story.

At the same time, there is some food for thought to be had here, if a reader is up for it. For example, Tolstoy’s original is full of anxiety about how technologies like the steam engine and the telegraph are transforming society. By vastly accelerating the pace of that technological change, and deepening the violence that surrounds it, I’ve juiced that anxiety, and (potentially) asked the reader to consider how rapid technological innovation is changing our contemporary society.

You should try reading it again. The second paragraph is amazing. 

Yes, er, *cough.* What did you do before you began to write mashups?

[image: ]  Punk rock bass player, record-store clerk, ice cream scooper, transcriptionist, essayist, movie concession stand guy, small businessman, journalist, playwright, lyricist/librettist, cat-sitter. Although I was such a bad cat-sitter that I ended up in small claims court. Long story. 

Quirk Books covers are fantastic, as are the pen and ink drawings inside their books. Do you have any say over the artists?

Zero, but I’m totally smitten with their work. Both Doogie  Horner, who designs the books, and Eugene Smith, who does the illustrations, are total geniuses. As a rule, authors are disappointed with the art of their books -- I am the enthusiastic exception to that rule. 

Did you develop those incredibly inventive reader's discussion guide questions or did it take a village?

No, that’s me (and thanks!). With both Sea Monsters and Android, the “discussion guide” was the last thing I wrote, and it was so much fun. Also quite liberating to write in my own voice, after a few hundred pages of trying to channel someone else.

When Android Karenina makes the Oprah book club, how do you think you will handle all that fame and mulah?

My plan will be to tell Oprah some outrageous lie, like I was raised by a family of crack-addicted wombats or whatever, so that I can later go back on the show and beg her forgiveness, thereby doubling my national television exposure. 

[image: ] Now, let's turn to Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters. How DARE you transform Colonel Brandon's handsome visage into a Regency version of calamari sushi? *Stamps foot*

I have to say, the vast majority of Jane Austen fans have been enthusiastic about Sea Monsters -- but if there’s one thing that causes you folks to get your complicated 18th-century undergarments in a bunch, it’s Brandon’s face.

For the record, it was Austen who made the poor guy rheumatic and awkward and so terribly, terribly old (“on the wrong side of five-and-thirty”) All so Marianne can learn an important lesson about true love; all I did was put a fine point on that lesson. A fine, writhing, squishy, tentacled point. 

Well, Ben, I must admit that was a pretty lame answer, but nevertheless I think you have charmed a host of Jane Austen fans. Thanks for being such a good sport. May you be able to purchase many Class I and Class II robots with the sales of your mashups.

Thank you! I think people like me write books like this for the same reason you take the time and energy to  write a blog like yours: Because we take joy in literature. 

Yes, we do have that joy in common! One last question. Do you have any interest in dating my niece? She makes Cameron Diaz look ordinary.

Sounds great. Let me just run it by my wife.


More on the topic:	Order Android Karenina at this Quirk Books link
	Jane Austen's World review of Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters
	Ben's humble abode (and cute kid)
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Kelly Yanke Deltener
said...

	

How absolutely wonderful!  He sounds fun.  Way to score an awesome interview.  

- Kelly
Jane Austen Sequel Examiner
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Eliza Martin
said...

	

What a disappointment to learn that he's married, though given how smart and adventurous he sounds, it's not all that surprising.
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Meredith R.
said...

	

Bwah haha! That was fun. I'm almost tempted to read the book.
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Laurel Ann (Austenprose)
said...

	

Wow Vic, you have a new calling in life. Interviewing impertinent upstart authors who have a sense of humor lightly less wacky than yours. But what about the cat? He can't leave us hanging. And your hotter than Cameron Diaz niece. Where is Mrs. Jennings when you need her? Bet Gerry Butler would be game. Wouldn't it be nice to be HIS in-law?
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TONY
said...

	

That is a great interview, Vic.

However I can't quite get it into my head the reason he writes them.

"I think people like me write books like this for the same reason you take the time and energy to write a blog like yours: Because we take joy in literature." 

I take a joy in literature too but I don't want to write classic spin offs or a spin off of any novel.

If I felt inclined to write fiction I would have a go at writing something original.
I won't, because I can't by the way.
So you are all safe there.
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Vic
said...

	

Ah, yes, Laurel Ann. Gerry Butler *sigh* Thanks for stopping by, knowing how busy you are with your Pride and Prejudice event at Austenprose.

Tony, I so agree with you about spin offs, but Ben is such a good sport and witty. I never had a faster turn around for an interview!!
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ChaChaneen
said...

	

Ha Ha - this was fun!  Thanks for sharing!
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becca
said...

	

Best laugh I've had all day! I wonder if the book is as funny as its author.
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Nonna
said...

	

Great interview !
BTW, if he really does get into the Oprah Book Club,he'll have a free ticket to a bestseller !!!

P.S. I agree with Southerner/Tony...
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Upstairs Downstairs Coming to PBS


[image: Upstairs Downstairs Coming to PBS]


The saga continues at 165 Eaton Place, premiering October 7, 2012, with new characters upstairs and down, in a six-part sequel to the first Season.






Searching for Captain Wentworth by Jane Odiwe
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A review






Murder Most Austen by Tracy Kiely


[image: Murder Most Austen by Tracy Kiely]


A review






Pride and Prejudice: Free online course, intermediate English
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Includes audio. Click on image.






The Jane Austen Guide to Life, funny video about the new book









Special $6.99 Nook offer of All Roads Lead to Austen.
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For a limited time only at Barnes and Noble. Click on image.
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April in Jane Austen’s World
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Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Brontë — The Ultimate Gothic Romance
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London Calling





LEGION: life in the Roman Army. A review. (An exhibition at The British 
Museum)



6 days ago
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Reveries Under the Sign of Austen, Two





Hemorrhagic stroke



2 weeks ago
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Jane Austen in Vermont





JASNA-Vermont Virtual Meeting! April 7, 2024, 2 pm



3 weeks ago
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An Account of Queen Charlotte’s Drawing Room 1818



1 month ago
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Jane Austen em Português





Inteligências Artificiais e obra de Jane Austen
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The Regency World of author Lesley-Anne McLeod





A tantalizing paragraph from the London Chronicle



1 month ago
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Conference in Calgary



7 months ago
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AustenBlog . . . she's everywhere





Your Sunday Austen Meditation
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Marie Antoinette's Gossip Guide to the 18th Century





Portrait of the Comtesse de Beaufort (or is it?)



3 years ago
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The Regency Redingote | Historical Snippets of Regency England





Free To A Good Home: My Books
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Old-Fashioned Charm





Sanditon (2019)



4 years ago









	

[image: ]





Jane Odiwe Jane Austen Sequels





Be More Jane by Sophie Andrews - illustrated by me.



4 years ago
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The Duchess of Devonshire's Gossip Guide to the 18th Century





Female Academics in the Eighteenth Century
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The Jane Austen Festival in Bath: Step Back in Time!



11 years ago









	

[image: ]





Austenonly





Austen Only Emma Season: Mrs Churchill’s Funeral
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Historic Preservation: Safeguarding Scenes from the Past
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Reading Jane Austen as a Moral Philosopher
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Click on image to read the article






Deirdre Le Faye's Nine Facts About Jane Austen You Didn't Know
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Click on the image of Deirdre's latest book to read the article.






Why Jane Austen Lovers Find New Reasons for Their Passion
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Click on image to read the Guardian article
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Click on image to listen






Women Behaving Badly: Does Jane Austen teach us how to live? Emphatically no, says Jill Kitson
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Click on image to read the article






Persuasion, an annotated edition, edited by Robert Morrison: A Review
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Click on the image to read the review






Jane Austen Still Present in Society



[image: Jane Austen Still Present in Society]



Elizabeth Langland, literature scholar at Arizona State University, discussed Jane Austen's relevance today in a lecture she gave last year. Click on image to read excerpts of her speech.
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Podcast with Susannah Fullerton from JASA






Poll: What did you think of Kate Middleton's wedding dress?
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Click on image






In honor of the royal wedding: Princess Charlotte's wedding dress, 1816
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Click on image






The Obituary of Charlotte Collins by Andrew Capes
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Click on this link to read this amazing historic artifact!






Comments on old posts welcome.
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See explanation below.






Note: New Comments on Old Posts


Comments for posts that are over 2 weeks old remain unpublished until they have been approved. This is to reduce SPAM. If your comment is legitimate, it will be approved within 24-36 hours. Thank you for your patience.






History of London: Wattle and Daub
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Click on image to see 2 min video






A silhouette of "Caky" for sale: Nanny to Edward Austen Knight's children
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Find out more about this auction item by clicking on the image. Jane Austen most likely knew Caky. Jane Austen most likely knew Caky.






Interview with Susannah Fullerton, President of the Jane Austen Society of Australia
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Click on image to find the podcast






Downton Abbey: Posts about the series


Series One

	The Duties of a Valet


	Would You Care for Weak Tea or Strong Tea?


	Bampton, the Location of the Town in Downton Abbey


	The Fox Hunt: From Downton Abbey to its Origins


	Downton Abbey's Recycled Costumes: PBS Masterpiece Classic


	The Jane Austen Connection to Downton Abbey and Egypt


	Upstairs in Downton Abbey: The Three Crawley Sisters


		Downstairs in Downton Abbey, The Servants


		Entertaining Visitors in an English Country House like Downton Abbey


		Downton Abbey: Coming in January










Baby Jane Austen's First Two Years
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Click on image to read the post in honor of her birthday






All about Regency fans and how to make them
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Click on image to read the post






The Remarkable Journey of the Stansted Park Suite
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Beautiful furniture on sale at Christie's. Thank you JASNA, New Jersey Chapter.






Juvenile Jane Podcast
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Listen to Janet Todd discuss Jane Austen's Juvenilia on BBC4






Juvenile Jane: Radio broadcasts of her Juvenilia
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Read Janet Todd's article by clicking on the image
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12 Gifts of Christmas: Jane Austen's Birthday!

Inquiring readers, During this month of holiday celebrations, Laurel Ann and I will be offering the Twelve Gifts of Christmas. Some of the g...
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In Honor of The Grand Sophy, The Biggest, Best, Grandest, Most Astonishing Book GiveAway from Source Books!

In honor of the reissue of The Grand Sophy , one of Georgette Heyer’s best and most beloved regency romance novels, Source Books  will be gi...
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Book Giveaway: Rude Awakenings of a Jane Austen Addict

Gentle readers. The paperback version of Laurie Viera Rigler's Rude Awakenings of a Jane Austen Addict is out. Who can resist the striki...






	



[image: ]



A Grand Giveaway of Mr. Darcy’s Great Escape, by Marsha Altman

 Mr. Darcy’s Great Escape , a new Austen inspired sequel is in bookstores this week. It is the third book in the Pride and Prejudice Continu...
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Raquel Celebrates One Year on Jane Austen Today with a Giveaway Contest!

Contest now closed. The winner is Anna. Click here to contact us . My first post on Jane Austen Today was " Jane Austen Street in Brazi...














Wish to email us about an item of interest?


Like to share a new site? Found a DEAD LINK? Horrors! Care to point out an error? Yes, the Jane Austen Today team admits it is fallible.We'll own up to mistakes and will make the corrections with a polite smile on our faces. Please email janeaustensworld *at* gmail *dot* com.






Why petticoats and chemises were worn under Regency gowns



[image: Why petticoats and chemises were worn under Regency gowns]



Click on image to read the article in Jane Austen's World






Publication History of Jane Austen's novels and stories
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Click on image to read the article.






Fashionable Shoes of the 18th and 19th Centuries and How They Were Made
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Click on shoes to read the article
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Click on image to read the article






Film Adaptations of Emma Between Agency and Submission
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Click on image to read the article by
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Vic's Other Blog. Click on image to enter.






Join me on Twitter!
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The Places in Jane Austen Novels
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Click on image to see a listing on Google Earth
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Come Join My FaceBook Group, where where I feature many Jane Austen related items not on this blog. Click on image.






Literary Characters Don't Come Better Than Mrs. Bennet
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Suzanna Beiner, a High School senior, wrote this illuminating article. Click on image.






Social Class and the Bennets in Pride and Prejudice
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Click on image






Regency Fashion Timeline
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Ever wonder when waistlines crept up and down? Click on the image.






Regency Fashion: Ladies Outerwear and Shawls
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Click on image to read the article






Colors of Early 19th Century Regency Wedding Gowns
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Click on the image to read the article.
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Could this shawl have been owned by Jane Austen?
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This item is for sale at Bonham's. Click on image.






Darcy and Lizzie Timeline
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Click on the image to read it.
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A post written for the Pride and Prejudice Event at Austenprose
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Click on image to read the post.






The Sounds of Victorian London



[image: The Sounds of Victorian London]



Five podcasts recreate the sound of 19th Century London: Click on image.






Regency Mourning Fashions in England
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Click on image to read the article
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Follow your favorite Jane Austen blogs at this link
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Click on image to read the article
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Undress, Half Dress, Full Dress, and Riding Habit. Click on image.
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A new blog
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Award for excellence for bloggers who are devoted to wit, style, the classics, and good writing.






A Proposal to Cicely, a short story by Georgette Heyer
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Story completed. Click on image to read it.
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Click on image, then listen to 18 tracks for free once per month.
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FTC Rules for Bloggers


It seems that the books or DVDs bloggers receive from publicists are valued more than the irreplaceable time that is spent in crafting a positive or negative review. My disclaimer is this:  I make no money off my blog, and I write the reviews in my spare time. Most of the unsolicited merchandise I receive is given away as a prize, but I do choose to keep a few items. 

So sue me FTC. 


To access the new rules and regulations that make absolutely no sense to chump-change bloggers like me, read this interesting blog. Click here. - Vic
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	Rupert Penry Jones Community
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Regency Romances & Stories Online


	Free Short Stories by Dorothy McFall
	There Must Be Murder: An Online Novella
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Regency Romance Novelists & Fans


	A Regency Romance Novel: Read a newchapter each week of Irresistible Attraction
	Broughton Castle
	Candice Hern: Romance Novelist
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	Margaret Evans Porter
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	The Regency World of Lesley Ann McLeod
	The Unofficial Patricia Veryan Website
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Disclaimer


This is a personal blog. Opinions and recommendations are purely our own and not made for any commercial consideration. This blog is a personal blog written and edited by us. We do not accept any form of cash advertising, sponsorship, or paid topic insertions. However, we do accept and keep books, DVDs and CDs to review.  If you have an objection about the materials or sites we link to, please contact us at janeaustensworld *at* gmail *dot* com.
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