

Checklist for unseen poems
	As you develop your skills in writing about unseen poems, add some advice to the checklist below. This will be a useful resource when you are revising for your exams.


	Do 
	Don’t

	· read the poems carefully, taking guidance from the questions and what they inform you about the subject

· write about what you do understand and can explain with some confidence


· use short integrated quotations from the poem to support your ideas


· show that you feel there may be other interpretations but qualify this with words like ‘may’, ‘could’ or ‘perhaps’

· 




· 
	· rush the reading – you may misread and misunderstand something important


· write about the points you are not clear about as this will only highlight negative points, e.g. ‘I do not understand line 2… ’

· make assertions about the significance or meaning of something in the poem unless you can support this with some evidence

· refer to any poems other than the ones printed on the exam paper


· 




· 
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