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abstract  an idea or concept rather than something which has any physical properties, e.g. beauty, love

accent  a distinctive way of pronouncing words, usually associated with a particular area, country or class

alliteration  repetition of the same letter or sound at the beginning of a group of words, e.g.  pickled pepper

analogy  a comparison between one thing and another, typically for the purpose of explanation or clarification

anecdote  a short, entertaining story about an apparently real event or person

antonyms  words that mean the opposite of each other, e.g. hot and cold

assonance  the repetition of similar vowel sounds within nearby words, e.g. stone cold

caesura  a pause or break in a line of verse

chronological  arranged in the order that things happened

colloquialism  word or phrase used in everyday conversation rather than formal writing or speech

connotation  an idea or feeling suggested by a word, in addition to the main meaning. For example, the connotations of the word ‘beach’ might be sunshine or gritty sand, depending on your experience of the beach 

dialect  vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation used in a particular area which differ from what is regarded as standard

diction  the choice of words used by a writer; the arrangement of these words in particular ways to create an effect

dramatic monologue  the speech of one person meant to be talking to an audience, usually recounting a specific dramatic (theatrical) event

emotive language  words and phrases which help to create a particular emotional response in the reader 

enjambment  where lines of poetry are not stopped at the end, either by sense or punctuation, and run over into the next line. The completion of the phrase, clause or sentence is held over to extend the image or to build tension

extended metaphor  a metaphor that is continued and developed through a text

figurative language  language used to describe someone or something by comparing it with something else; using words that are not meant to be taken literally

free verse poetry which seems to be more like speech as it does not follow the conventions of a particular form. Rhymes may or may not be used. Line lengths can differ widely. It is sometimes described as ‘open’ verse. 

gothic (fiction)  sensational and horrifying, designed to thrill and terrify. Gothic fiction was particularly popular in the 18th and 19th centuries

half rhyme  (also known as slant rhyme or near rhyme) an imperfect rhyme where the stressed syllables of the final consonants match, but the vowels that come before them don’t, e.g. bridge/grudge

imagery  the use of figurative or other special language to convey an idea 

irony  the use of words that mean the opposite of what is really meant, for humour or emphasis

lyrical  writing that expresses emotions in an imaginative and beautiful way, often associated with music or song

metaphor  a comparison showing the similarity between two quite different things, where one is described as the other, e.g. The sky was a shimmering fabric full of sparkle and colour.

mood  the feeling or atmosphere conveyed by a piece of writing

onomatopoeia  the use of words that imitate or suggest what they stand for, e.g. cuckoo, plop

oxymoron  putting words together which seem to contradict each other, e.g. bitter sweet

pathetic fallacy  the description of a natural phenomenon, for example the weather or the sea, as if it could feel or express emotion and is in sympathy with the mood of the poet or the characters

persona  a character that a writer imagines themselves to be

personification  giving something non-human, human qualities or emotions, e.g. The trees whispered to each other.

pun  humorous use of a word or phrase to suggest another that sounds the same register the kind of words (e.g. formal, informal, literary) and the manner of speaking or writing that vary according to the situation and the relationship of the people involved

rhetorical question  a question asked for dramatic effect and not intended to get an answer

rhyme  the use of the same sounds in words or syllables or the endings of lines of poetry, e.g. cry and dry

rhythm  a strong, regular, repeated pattern of beats (long and short stresses in words) created by words in a poem. Some words or syllables are emphasized more than others, e.g. broken hearted (the long stresses are underlined)

satirical  using humour, exaggeration or ridicule to criticize human behaviour 

simile  a comparison showing the similarity between two quite different things, stating that one is like the other, e.g. His hand was like ice.

symbol  something that is used to represent something else; often a simpler portrayal of something more complex or abstract

synonyms words that mean the same thing or something very similar, e.g. kind and benevolent

theme  a subject or idea which recurs frequently in a work or a selection of writing

tone  a manner of expression that conveys the writer’s attitude, for example an apologetic or angry tone

wit  the use of words and ideas in a clever and inventive way to create humour
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