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BRIAN MAY

WITH SIMON BRADLEY

A celebration of the iconic guitar
that Brian May built with his father
and has treasured and played all
over the world for the last 50 years

“This book ubout my home-mude yuitar hus been
wuiting in the wings for a very lony time....Why the
nume ‘Red Speciul’? It goes buck u long way. In
the eurly duys, she wus ulways just ‘The Guitar’, und
| think it was Jock, one of my first guitar techs, who,
in u moment of what one might cull over- familiarity,
likened his burden of taking cure of it to tuking cure
of u spouse, referring to My treusure us the ‘Old
Lady’. The uppellation had an uppeul, und kind of
took root for u while. But, fo me, this very personul
instrument, with her humble beyginnings in the minds
und hunds of my Dud und me, wus worthy of u bit
more respect thun that, | remembered that at the
time we fihished the top cout of vurnish, my Dud
hud wunted to christen her us the Briun Muy Special,
and | hud poo-pooed the ideu; now | redlised thut it
wush’t so uncool to ygive her u proper hume. So ohe
duy in u rudio inferview, when someone usked me
whut | cdlled the guitar, the words Red Specidl just
tumbled out before I'd hud time to think. Ahd from
then on, that was her name. There ure how u few
thousund Red Specidl replicus in the world, but my
first love still keeps some of her mystery. She is, ufter
dll, u ohe-off!” Briun Muy

Briaun Muy und his futher Harold sturted to
hund-build un electric guitarin 1963 —u —
project thut would tuke over u year to
complete. Briun dreumed of u yuitur
that would outperform uny of the
existing commercidlly-mude electric
guiturs; his father had the technicul
knowledye und skills to help muke the
dreum come frue. The book describes in
detdil the credtive lengths father and son
went to in order to construct the guitar,
They were incredibly resourceful, using
any muteriuls they could yet their
hands on; the neck of the guitar
wus constructed from wood
from un 18th-century firepluce
mantel that o friend of the
fuamily wus dbout to throw
awuy und euch of the
position inluys wus hund
shaped from o mother-
of-peurl  button. Previously
unseen original sketches,
diugrums [Slgle} notes
auccompuny the text.

For the lust 50 yeurs The Red
Specidl hus been the guitar that
Briun pluyed on every Queen ulbum,
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in dll of Queen’s live shows uround the world und
onh the most speciul of occusions, including his
legyendury uppeurunce oh the roof of Buckinghum,
Live Aid und the closing ceremony of the London
2012 Olympics. In the book Briun tulks ubout these
incredible moments he shared with The Red Special
and the world.

The book contuins fuscinuting, previously uhseen
photographs of The Red Specidl in every stuge of its
creution us well us shots of Briun in action on stuge
und behind the scenhes with his treusured guitar.

It is fitting that the world’s greutest guitarist has a
signhuture guitar us unigue us The Red Speciul, with
its own story that fills a book!

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Although best known to the world us the leud
guitarist of superygroup Queen, Briun May hus
u PhD in ustrophysics und is un expert in
3D photoygruphy. He co-wrote Bung! The
Complete History of the Universe with
Chris Lintott und Putrick Moore, A Villuge
Lost and Found with Elena Vidal and
Diuableries: Stereoscopic Adventures in Hell
with Denis Pellerin und Puula Fleming.

Simon Brudley hus been a guitar
journdlist since 1996 und he hus
written hundreds of arficles

and interviews on dll uspects
of the instrument, for many

maguzines and  websites
including  Guitarist,  Total
Guitar, What  Guitar?,
Classic Rock, Metal
Hammer,  Future  Music,

MusicRaddar.com, Briahmay.
com, und muny more.

The Treasures of Queen is
dlso being republished on 9th
October in Hurdbuck £30.00.
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